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GRIDS

GRID - A NETWORK OF WIFORMLY SPACED HOR/IZOVRAL

B AU PERPEDICULAR LINES FUR LOCATING
POINTS BY MEANS OF COORDINATES; LINES THAT
DEFINE GUIFORM AREAS IN A LAYOUT; A PLAN FOR
DESIGNING FORMATS.

MODULE- A STANDARD OF UNIT OF MEASUREMENT:
B HE S/ZE OF SOME WE PART TAKEN AS
A UMIT OF MEASURE BY WHICH THE PROFPORTIONS
OF A COMROSITION ARE REGULATED; REPETITIVE
WNITS OF SPACE OF MIASS.

SYSTEM - INTERACTING, I NTERDEPENPENT, GROUP OF
W 7545 FORMING A UNIFIED WHOLE ; A
MAVNER OF CLASSIFYING, SYBOLIZING, OF
SCHEMATIZING ; ORDER FROM ARRANEEMENT,

WHY 6RIDS? THERE ARE MANY WAYS TD APPROACK
R 555V PROBLEMS. NO OVE METHOD [S
BEST. GRAPHIC DESINERS SHOULD AT LBAST
CONSIDER GRIDS AND HAVIE AN INTIMATE WIORKING
KNOHLEDEE OF THEM, THEY WOR'T HELP SOLVE
EVERY VISUAL PROBLEM BUT OFTEN WiLL SUSGEST
A RATANAL APPROACK.

WSESTALT DATA REVEMS THAT HUMANS TED TO PREFER
ORGANIZED VISUAL AMD VERBAL IERMATION. 6D
SYSTBMS ALLOW THE DESIENEL TD SATTSEY VIEWER
GROUPS WITH RESFECT TO EQUILIBRIOM, SIMILIARITY
AUD CONTINUATION. THEY HELP THE DESIGNER TU
AOID VISUAL. AMBIGUTY.

WGRID SYSTEMS ARE VALUABLE FOR BUILOIUG By
RESEMBLAMIKE INTD A SERIES OF VISUAL FIECES,
CORFORATIONS WHICH FRODIEE HWDREDS OR EVEN
THOUSANDS OF DIFFEREVT™ ARODUCTS MIKT LBAL
EFFECTIVELY WITH UNIFIED METHODS OF CATALOGING
AND PROVOTIVG THEM THEDUGH BEICHURES, SALES
SHEER AND ADVERIISING. 181 AMD WESTINGHOUKE
WDER THE GRAPHIC SUILAMCE OF PALL EAMND, HAVE
LONG (SED GRID SYSTBMS T BEING ORLER TD THER
THOUSANDS OF PRIMTED PIECES PEVELOPED BACH
VEAR, SWISS AND GERMM SRAPHIC DESIGNEES WITH
THEIR DESTIILBAUHAYS RCOTS ARE EXPONENTS OF
ORID DESIBN. THE JAPANESE , WITH THEIR TATAM/
MAT MODULAG BUILDING SYSTEM HAVE LONG BEEN
ERID SENSITIVE, MOST NEWSPAPERS THEABHOUT THE
WORLD HAVE USED GRIDLIKE SYSIEMS T2 SFEED
LAYOUT AMD GIVE A COMSISTENT APPEARANCE.

WSRO SYSTEMS CAN WORK WELL FOR SINALE PRINTED

PIECES, WHER AN ABUNDANCE OF YiSUAC MATERIAL
(BOTDS, ILLUSTRATIONS, TEXT, HEADS )} MUST BE UMITED

O A SURE FOBMAT, GRID SySTBMS OFFER A
FOTELTIAL SOLUTION. ADS, NEWSLETTERS, BROCHURES
ARAAL REPORTS, AMAGAZNES, BOOKS POSTERS, SUSIASE
AND FlAl/TELEVISION SRAFPHICS FIT™ THIS CAEGOLY:

WoE/D SYSTEMS CARRY WITHN THERT THE ORSAN/Z4TN

PUTBITIAL O MAKES EXTREMELY (OMPLEY
PIFORMATION UNIOER STAMDABLE, LISTS, TAALES,
SCHEDYLES, FINANCIAL MATERIAL SCIEATIFAC DATR,
M/ LEGAL IMFOBMATION CAN BE MOBE EBRSKLY
HAMDLED By USING GRIPS.

WSED SYSTEMS PO MOT NECESSARILY LEAD TO DULL,
LORING, VISUAL IMAGES AS SOME MIGAT SUEGGEST,
IF R GRID IS LOBICRLLY DESIGNED, AND VISUAL
ELEMENTS ARE BYCITING, THEN THE 68/0-DERIVED
SOLUTION CAN BE EFFECITVE. GRILS GIVE Voo
A PLACE IO PUr THIBS, THE GRID SOLLITN BotLs
R ORBAN/ZATION., VIERERS SHOOLD FEEL COMFORTARE
WITH GRIDS (GESPLT). DESG FLACEMERT PES (7000'S
ARE CUT DOWN DRASTICALLY, SPEELING LAYOUT
TIME, THUMBUAILS COME GOILKER WITH GELS,
MIARGIVS, THPE SIZE, LINESPPCING, LINE LENGTR
AN PIeE AUMBERIVG CAV ALl LOSICALLY LEEVE
FROM A CAREFULLY CONCEIVED GRID SYsTEM,

WHAT S THE GRID? + THE 6RID 15 A SKELETAL
N OALERSTRUCTURE TO BRING
QOHESIVENESS TO A VISUAL PIECE. ITS AN OBAMIZER
AND TMESAVER AND HELPS BUILD COMTIAVVITY,

OGIVEN A FORMAT SI2E,
LAYOUT A sPREAD (TWO OPEN
PGES), AMALYZE [MIORMATION
FHOPGRAPHS, HEAD S, CAPTIONS,
ETC. REQUIRED.
OLESHN A ERID. APPLY I T
DD DD THE SPEEAD. THIS [S A SIX
UNIT GRID, IT DETERMIVES
D D ‘ D D MARGINS, GUTTERS, ALLEY'S, ETT.
D D D D THIS IS SLELETON FOR LAYDUT
p— ' Y OFALLY, PUSITION ELEMEMTS
=0 BB ms,ee/p.-muwz
= E | I 57 rE s 1 HE
% = | = BRID DEFINES, RELATES, AND
= = | = %— SERARATES VISUAL/VEEEAL
- (N FORMATION.
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MARG! © WIS
ALLEYS FOLD FaL10

12 GRID SPREAD /TERMINOLOGY b INTERSETIN
]

MARGINS - THESE OUTSIDE BOUNDARIES ARDUND PAGE
IR COVTENT CAN BE UNEQUAL IN DIMEVSION,
THBY FRAME PASE OR PAVEL CONTEIT AVD FROVILE
A VIEWING GROUND FOR IT:

GUTTER * ‘ISIDE MARGIN'] SPACE ON EITHER SIDE
- R F THE RO, HQQV/DES SPACE FOR
BYNDING, AND SEFPRATES PAGES. ARBITRARY.

ALLEYS - INSIDE HORIZONTAL AVD VERTICAL SPACE
BN CHANELS WHICH SERARATE 6RID (WITS.
AN, ARSITRARY, THEY HELF SERRATE HEADS,
TEXT, PHOTOS, AND ILLUSTRATIONS,

GRID YNITS « SPICE MODULES WHICH SET THE BASE
NN /25 AVD PROFORTIOVS FOR FHOTDS,
THE PICA LINE WIDIH FOR TEXT TYFE AND HEALS,
AND RHYTHM FOE THE PAWEL OF PAGE.

SRID INTERSECTIONS * WHERE HORIZONTAL AND
NN [/=RTICAL LIVES CBOSS, THEY
COMTROL THE ROSITION OF TYFE, PHOTOS, ILLYSTRATIAUS,
THEY SERVE AS GUIDELINES FOR AISTE-LE

FOLIO - FAGE NUMBER AND SOMETIMES YoLUME/ PATE
W WHICH ARE NEARLY ALWAYS FLACED
COMSISTENTLY (SOMEWHERE]) IN THE OUTSIDE
MARGIN.

. FOLD» LINE ALONG WHICH THE FAGE IS BA/ND.
W CEUrER OF THE GUITER INSIDE
BUUNDARY OF PAGE OR PANVEL, INTERRUPTION 0F
THE SMOOTH PAGE SURRACE.BE CAREFUL ABOUT
RONNING TYPE OR IMAGES ACROSS THE FoLD

NAMING THE GRID« 6RIDS ARE [LABELED SIMPLY 8BY
I e MMBER OF GRID UKITS A
A PWEL. DON'T CONRUSE THE PINEL WITH THE
SPREAD, WHICH S TWO PANELS OR PAGES. THE
GRID OV THE LEFT [S A 12 ONIT GRID, BUT THE

SFREAD HAS 2% 6RID UNITS,
v I
i I =
—|=

@2 UM/ T HORIZOVTAL &RrD

@ZUNIT VERTICAL GRID
ON A 2PANEL SPREAD N A 2 PANEL STREAD
NOTICE NETHER OF THE ABDYVE 6RIDS IS DVIOED
BOTH VERTICULY AND HORRAUTALLY, THE VERITCAL
ONLY .G/ HAS COImon USE IN NEWSPAERS,
NEWSLETTERS, BOOKS, AND MABAZINES,

DESISIING GRIDS -GEIDS ARE ARBITRARY, LESIGNERS.
NN CONTROL. THEM,NOT VICE VERSA,
GRIDS ARE D)LY IMPOSED ON THE DESIBNIER WHERE
AN EFFECTIVE LAYDUT SYSTEM IS A TRADITION (LIKE
A NATIONAL MAGAZINE WITH A TRACK BROORD), 1)
ALMOST EVERY OTHER /NSTAMCE [T IS THE DESISNER'S
RAE TO CREATE A BRID TO SULVE THE FROBLEY
AT HANVD. GRID LESIGN IS REALLY THE KEY TO
SUCCESSRULLY USING THE GRID SYSTEMS APFRIAACH,
A INFIMITE NUMBEE OF DIFFERENT 6RIDS ARE
FUSSIBLE, BUT ONLY A FEW WILL PROVE REALLY
EFRFECTIVE. How DO WE FOCUS O THOSE THAT
PROMISE Stkcess?

WCAREFULLY EXAMIME THE GIVEN YISUAL INPORMATION;
HEAD 5, TEAT, PHOTOS, ILLUSTRATIONS, GRS, ETC.

WLOOK FOR SIZE SIMILIARITIES WHERE [TBMS CANV BE
CROVPED. FOCUS OK) PHOTDS AND [LLUSTIRATIONS
RATHER THAN TYPE HBADS ANID TEXT. TYFE IS RLEGELE!

BTHE SMALLEST PHOTDS OR (LLUSTRATIONS WiLL HELP
DEFIVE THE GRID: THE KEY IS THE SMAUEST UABLE
ERID UNIT, WHICH BECOMES THE SYSTEM BUILDIMG BLXCK,

WDIVIDE YOUR FORMAT INTO 6RID MULTIPLES, BAOH GRID
UMIT SHOULD BE THE SAME $12E, SHAPE (USALLy RECPMGULAR)
SEPARATE THEM WITH ALLEYS, GUTTER,

BUSE DRAFTING INSTRUMEATS FOR FRECISION, MEASURE
EYACTLY IN PIGAS, DIVIDERS ARE VELy USEFUL.

LAY GRID O PASTE-UP SURBACE AUD PREPARE
CAMERAREADY ART. FOR REFETITIVE GRID USE, INK
THE 6RID FRECISELY AND HAVE MULTIFLES FRINTED
IN NONREPRD BLUE INK,
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GRIDS

ABOUT GRIDSIZE - A STRONG REASOV FOR (SING A

IR <) /S 7D FROVIDE PERCEFTUAL KR N

ORGAMIZATION FOR AN BUDIENCE, WHER CLOOSIG . .

THE NUMBER OF GRIP UNITS BEWARE OF T2O MAMNY = | = I —
OR TOO FEW. DESIGINERS CAN MOT COMMUNICATE . == =

EFFECTIVELY AROVE OR BELOW THE PERCEFPTVAL
LBAITS OF A VIEWING AUDIENCE. VIEWERS MUST

BE ABLE TO DECIPHER A GRID AND SEMSE ITS
COHEREIXE TO BE COMRIRTABLE. TWD OR THREE GRIDS
-PER FAMNEL ARE TOO FEMW MOXLES, 71 OR 124

ARE TDO [MANY, AS THE AUDIEME HAS GREAT
DIFFICULTY SORTING QT THE ORGANIZATION. THE
HMORE GRID HODULES AVD INTERSECTIONS, THE MORE

WUSIVE THE IDENTICAL & UNIT GEIDNOTICE SOME
HMPLE VORIATIONS. PHOTOS EXFPAND TO FILL 2 AND
2 UNIT HORIZONTARL GRILS. THE LARGE PHOTT EMAADS
7O FILL % COMPLETE UMITS. NOTICE HOW THESE PHDS
EXTEND ACGROSS ALLEYS. OME SRID IN THE LEFT HAMD
SKETOH 1S BMPTY. All. MODULES [0 MOT HAVE T0
BE FILLED. THE GRID AMD [TS VISUAL COHEREICE ARE

LAYOUT POSITIOUS BXISI FOR THE DESISER, HWEVER
SMALL ORID UMITS ARE DIFFICALT T COVSTIRUCT, IMPEDE
DECISION MAKING AND ARE MOT COMFORTABLE TD
THE AUDIBACE. THE 60AL THEW IS TO ADJUST COMTENT
TO THE NUMBER OF GRID UNITS WITHIN A Z0ME OF
FERCEFTUAL ACUITY. CHALLENGE: THE AVDIENCE
ViSedLLY ) BUT DON'T QOMPLETELY REMDVE CLUES TD
THE GRID, '

VSING GRIDS + IT IS IMPOETANT TO UNDERSTAND THAT
RN oy THE WELL-CONENVED GRI

T ACCUBRATELY DRAFTED WILL AT INSURE EFFECTNE

DESIGN. THE GRID CAN ONLY PROVIDE LOGICAL
POSITIONS FOR PLACING VISUAL MATERIAL., NOTHING
MORE, DESIGANERS MIST USE THE GRID CREATIVELF

T MAXIMIZE COMMUNICATIONS POTEVTIAL. “WhERE
oD 1 FOT IT7" 15 4 QUESTION THAT ERIDS CAN HELP
AMSWER :

WHERE TO PLACE GRAPHICS « GENERALLY, KEEP
I  COVTENT IMSIDE

THE GRID UNITS AND 00T OF THE MARGIN, GUTTER
AND ALLBVS, THESE SKETCHES SHOW FULL-EMPTY ZONES,

WALTHOLGH THESE 6RIPS ARE VERY SIMFLE, THE

INHEREMT ORBANIZATION [S 0BYIOUS, THE 6LpS
ARE TORLLY FILLED. AND WE PICK UP THE FTTERN
AVD RHYTHM OF THE REPETITIVE MODULES. NOTICE
HOW EACH GRID UNIT (S TOTALLY FULL, NOT PARTIALLY
USED, OR HALF EMPTY,

STILL APPAREAT,
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éroms BUTT 70 GimeR QWOS BLEED b EDGES

BHEEE WE USE THE SAME & OMIT GRID AND RLEED"
OB RON OUR PHOTDS OFF THE EDGE OF THE SHEET.
WE ALSO BUTT" OR RUN OUR BHOTDS TO THE FOLD
LINE ACEDSS THE GUITER. SEE HOW THE TEXT TYPE
BLOCK CAR ALSO FILL (ONSECUTIVE GRIDS BY FLOWING

-

TOS BLEED TU TOPAND
QTTER AND BLEEDS ToP> BOTTOM EQGES
AVD RBHT SIDE

ACROSS ALLEYT,

WABOVE ALE TWO GREATLY DIFFEREAT LOOKS USING THE
SAME 6 UNIT GRID. BLEEDING AMD BUTTING FPHOTDS AND
ILLUSTRATION'S ARE SERUL TECHMIQUES FOR ADDING
VARIETY TO GAID LAYOUTS, WHILE RETANING VISUAL
ORBANIZATION. REMEMBER, YOU LAN ALSD BLEED
A VISUAL [MAGE AND COVEER ONE OR TWO ENTIRE
PWELS. NOTICE THE TEXT TYPE DOES MOT BLEED OFF
THE FRGE, AS THAT MIGHT SERIOUSLY AFEECT CONTBMT
READABILITY,
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