Graphic design is the design of highly disposable items. It all winds up in the garbage.

Karrie Jacobs

The best way to get a good idea is to get a lot of ideas.

Linus Pauling (Nobel Prize winner)

Design is a plan for arranging elements in such a way to best accomplish a particular purpose.

Charles Eames

Design is to see things in our world and their interconnections and, where posssible, to make things better.

Armin Hoffman

Design must seduce, shape, and perhaps more importantly, evoke emotional response.

April Greiman

No design works unless it embodies ideas that are held common by the people for whom the object is intended.

Adrian Forty

Perfect communication is person-to-person. You see me, hear me, smell me, touch me. Television is the second [best] form of communication; you can see me and hear me. Radio is the next; you hear me, but you don't see me. And then comes print. You can't see or hear me, so you must be able to interpret the kind of person I am from what is on the printed page. That's where typographic design comes in.

Aaron Burns

Graphic design is a means, not an end. A language, not content. The difference between a good and a bad designer is how much they know about everything else. 

Tibor Kalman

Remember, the music is not in the piano.

Clement Mok

Graphic design will save the world right after rock & roll does.

David Carson

Style is the signal of civilization. Historians can date any artifact by its style.

Sir Micha Black

It is impossible for man to produce objects without reflecting the society of which he is a part.

Sir Micha Black

There is no single voice capable fo expressing every idea; romance is still necessary, ornament is necessary, and simplification is not better than complexity.

Milton Glaser

Clichés are really our cultural history.

Tibor Kalman

Nothing is more dangerous than an idea when it is the only one you have.

Emile Chartier (philosopher)

Discomfort is a signal of an exceptional concept. When I'm totally comfortable with a concept, I've probably used it before or seen it somewhere else. Discomfort is a almost a prerequisite for a great idea.

Craig Frazier

A flow of inspiration begins with an utter absence of striving.

Paul Klee (1966)

Criticism is the instrument that sharpens our tools.

Massimo Vignelli

If the idea doesn't gel after a certain amount of struggle you have to give it up. If you dig a hole and it's in the wrong place, digging it deeper is not going to help. You [have to] skip over and dig someplace else.

Seymore Chwast

Mistakes, misunderstandings, and mis-comprehensions provide fresh ideas.

Tibor Kalman

Imagination is more important than knowledge.

Albert Einstein

Your mind is like a tipi. Leave the entrance flap open so that the fresh air can enter and clear out the smoke of confusion.

Chief Eagle, Teton Sioux

Immature artists imitate, mature artists steal.

Lionel Trilling, Esquire (1954)

Problems are my friend.

Milton Glaser

Design requires esthetics, inspiration, and guts. To me, nothing is more vibrant than having the power to do something but not having the experience of knowing what's right and what's wrong.

Tibor Kalman

What distinguishes a designer sheep from a designer goat is the ability to stroke a cliché until it purrs like a metaphor.

Alan Fletcher

Sometimes there is simply no need to be either clever or original.

Ivan Chermayeff

It is only with the heart that one can see rightly, what is essential is invisible to the eye.

Antoine de Saint Exupéry

You have to be interested in culture to design for it.

Lorraine Wild

Geometry can produce legible letters, but art alone makes them beautiful.

Paul Standard

A foolish consistency is the hobgoblin of little minds, adored by little statesmen and philosophers and divines. With consistency, a great soul has simply nothing to do.

Ralph Waldo Emerson

Some designers are about equally inept at following rules and breaking them. Good designers can do either.

Jim Alley

I do think it is more satisfying to break the rules if you know what the rules are in the first place. And you can break them better.

Robin Williams

Some masterpieces are created using the rules. Some rules become rules after they appear in masterpieces. What seems blasphemy today could be gospel tomorrow.

John Tollet

Type is one of the most eloquent means of expression in every epoch of style. It gives the most characteristic portrait of a period and the most severe testimony of a nation's intellectual status.

Peter Behrens

The function of readability is often taken too literally and over-emphasized at the cost of individuality.

Paul Rand

Computer design is quite often merely bad design done on a computer.

Mike Hicks

Without aesthetic, design is either the humdrum repetition of familiar clichés or the wild scramble for novelty. Without the aesthetic, the computer is but a mindless speed machine, producing effects without substance, form without relevant content, or content without meaningful form.

Paul Rand

Digital technology has advanced the state of graphic art by a quantum leap into the future, thereby turning designers back to the most primitive of graphic ideas.

Rudy VanderLans, Emigre

Computers are worthless. They only give you answers.

Pablo Picasso

